1 If not stated otherwise, the general historical information contained in this subchapter derives from R. Davenport and C. Saunders South Africa (2000) and TRC Report, vol. 1, chap. 2; vol. 3, . See on the discrimination and human rights violations on racial grounds which occurred before 1948: TRC Report, vol. 1, pages 25-28. 2 Th e Afrikaner population descends from an amalgamation of the earliest European settlers, mainly coming from the Netherlands, Germany and France. 3 Racial segregation and discrimination was based on a range of acts, mainly the Population Registration Act of 1950, which provided for the classifi cation of each South African according to four racial categories and the duty to carry a pass of racial identifi cation; the Group Areas Act, which partitioned the whole country into zones for exclusive inhabitation by one of the racial groups and which provided for the eviction of millions of black and coloured South Africans from their land and property and the forced removal into townships and poor bantustan homelands; the Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act of 1949; and the 1950 Immorality Amendment Act, which prohibited not only inter-racial marriages but all forms of sexual contacts between the practically no political or economic rights, yet were simultaneously exploited as cheap labourers, a practice which was vital for the thriving economy. Offi cially independent states were created on minimal and poor parts of the country which were intended to serve as homelands for the respective African ethnic groups. Th is racist system of so-called apartheid 4 became a guiding principle of South African government politics for the following decades.
Inevitably, resistance grew to white supremacy and apartheid. An opposition organisation, which in 1923 became the African National Congress (hereinaft er ANC), formed in 1912. In 1959 the other major opposition movement, the Pan Africanist Congress (hereinaft er PAC), was established. Th e opposition was faced with an intransigent commitment to apartheid and white supremacy. Peaceful political protest was greatly obstructed by the authorities. Th e opposition movement therefore resorted to militant means of protest. In 1961 the ANC formed its armed wing, uMkhonto weSizwe 5 (hereinaft er MK) which attacked the security forces and directed acts of sabotage at important state facilities.
Th e legitimate quest for equal rights was perceived by the government merely as a terrorist onslaught 6 on the integrity of the state and
